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Wednesday, January 21, 10:00-17:30 

RAVENSTEIN SEMINAR 

 

“READING AND READERSHIPS” 

Introductory workshop for RMA-students 

Organization: Sander Bax (UvT) & Stephan Besser (UvA) 

Location: Belle van Zuylenzaal, Universiteitsbibliotheek 

1012 WP Amsterdam, Singel 425 

 

The purpose of this one-day workshop is to introduce OSL RMA-students to the topic of this 

year’s Ravenstein Winter School and to prepare them for active participation in the seminar 

on the following two days. To this end we will read and discuss passages from seminal 

theoretical texts on reading and readership as well as key publications of some of the 

speakers presenting at the conference. The discussions in the workshop will produce a set 

of questions and critical observations that the students can contribute to the conference 

meetings and use as starting points for their conference portfolios. 

 

Credits: In order to get credits (5 ec) for the Ravenstein seminar RMA-students have to 1) 

be present on all three days of the Winter School, i.e. in the graduate workshop on January 

21 and Jan 22 & 23, and actively participate in the discussions, in particular in the RMA-

workshop; 2) have to study the texts in the reader and prepare an assignments (800 words0 

for the workshop; 3) have to prepare a portfolio (3000 words) that contains brief reports 

and more extensive reflections on selected presentations given during the conference, 

relating them to workshop discussions and, possibly, their own research interests. 

 

Pre-conference assignment [2]:  

 Read the six texts by Collins, Hassler-Forest, van der Weel, Kuijpers et al., Burke and 

Korthals Altes (printed in bold in the bibliography) carefully. Prepare a question and 

a discussion point on four of these six texts of your own choice. The question (200 

words) should address something that you find confusing/in need of clarification 

etc. in the text,  the discussion point (200 words) should be a critical remark, 

observation or brief elaboration on the text that you want to discuss during the 

workshop. In both the question and the discussion you can (but do not have to) refer 

to all other texts in the reader as well. Send your assignment (800 words, all in one 

word document) to OSL-fgw@uva.nl by January 15, 2015 (subject heading: 

Ravenstein assignment). 
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 Be prepared to discuss all texts in the reader on a general level. That doesn’t mean 

that you need to study them in the same depth as the four/six texts for the written 

assignment; you should, however, be familiar with the general line of argument and 

the approach to reading and readership that comes to the fore in these texts. (It can 

help to make a mind map of these various approaches in order to get a first overview 

of the thematic and conceptual range of the seminar.) Please make sure to have read 

the text by Benjamins et al. careful enough to respond to the presentation by Sandra 

van Voorst and Jeneatte den Tonder in the afternoon session! 

Portfolio [3]: Your portfolio is your intellectual logbook of the seminar in which you 

summarize and comment on some of the lectures and discussions taking place during the 

conference from the perspective of your own (research) interests; more specific 

instructions for the preparation of the portfolios will follow during the workshop. The 

deadline for handing in the portfolios is on Monday, Februar 2, 2015. Please send your 

portfolio to OSL-fgw@uva.nl (subject heading: Ravenstein portfolio). Students who want to 

receive 6 ec for the Winter School have to prepare a more extensive portfolio of 4500 words 

and announce this intention to the organizers of the workshop as early as possible, but in 

any case before the end of the seminar. 

 

                                     Programme RMA-workshop 

9:30 – 10:00     Registration and coffee 

10:00 – 11:20  Introduction to the topic of the seminar (Sander Bax & Stephan 

Besser)  

11:20 – 11:35  Break 

11:35 – 12:45 Discussion of the texts by Collins, van der Weel, Korthals Altes, Burke, 

Kuijpers and Hassler Forest in workgroups; preparation of questions 

for the conference   

12:45 – 13:45    Lunch 

13:45 – 15:15 Plenary discussion and summary of the results of the workgroups   

15:15 – 15:30   Break 

15:30 – 17:00 Presentation by Sandra van Voorst and Jeanette den Toonder (RUG) 

and their students on the research project Gedeelde literatuur. 

cultuuroverdracht door leesgroepen (in Dutch) 
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